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The Voice of the Fugitive Newspaper

Title: The Voice of the Fugitive Newspaper

Subtitle: Historical Inquiry, Writing

Duration: 3-5 classes

Best Course(s) Fit: History, English, The History of a Canadian Ethnic Group, Business

Background Information

The Voice of the Fugitive, founded by Henry and Mary Bibb, was the first successful Black
newspaper in Canada. It had a significant impact in the Detroit River region. The newspaper
was published in Canada West from 1851 until 1854.

Henry Bibb was born into slavery in 1815 in Kentucky. He escaped to freedom in Detroit,
Michigan where he became involved in abolitionist activities. Mary Elizabeth Miles was a
freeborn Black teacher from Rhode Island. The couple married in 1848 and after the passage of
the Fugitive Slave Law in the United States, they migrated to Canada West where they became
community leaders.
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Task:

1. Read the five articles from the University of Detroit Mercy Black Abolitionist Archive. All five
articles appeared in the Voice of the Fugitive newspaper.

2. Answer the questions based on the articles.

3. Historical Question: What was the purpose of the Voice of the Fugitive newspaper?
Write a one-page response. You must use evidence from at least four documents to support
your claim.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Bibb
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Editorial

What do the Fegitives §
s Moslyin Noshore T Sand

NUMBER 11,

E Inour }ul number we endeavored to show
what our refugee brethren in Canada stood
mostly in néed of, or what was best caleuluted
Lo strengthe o and elevate us. A want of space
1 our sl sheet necessarily coursels us to
lile briel in our examination of the subject from
time to time,

We shall now endeavor to show that there
i8 no foundation in the United States for the
fugitive from Southerq bondage to stand up-
on; and, cn the other hand, @ the honor of
the RBriligh GGovernment, the road to elevation
19 a8 open to the colored popualation, (even to
the higted lugitives licre ) as Lo any otherclaes
of men. Why. then, nre the pebple of color
in North America, not more respected and el-
cvated than they are?  Is it beeause we are
black? We say, No—judging from what we
hnve seen on Houthern plantatiohs, fourtfiftha’
of which are literally stocked with mulatto
slaves most of whom are futhered by their
masters.  Disgraceful as it is to the support-
era of that system of wholesale adultery, it
furniehes the strongest proof that elaveholders,
from the Ex-Vice-President Richard M. Joln-
sondown to the meanest slave-driver,have no
distaste Lo our colur,when they can make mon-
ey or gratiby their hellish lusta by it.  They
will even suy and sell their own children ns
Muny of our brethren who have felt
the galling chain on their limbs, have ‘Aed for
theie liberty to the North, but have l-r[u[l-.
ped even befure they were out of dunger.—
They haye been w easily flattered into the
helief that they were safe in the Northern
Btates;, which hna proved fatal to the liberties
of many, and erroneous to all.:  The whole
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government of the United States are sworn to
handeuff the Fu_gig}ire who cecapes from his
bonds, and carry himn backand to punish with
fines and imprisonment'any who may aid him
on his escape from oppreasion,

This fact in 8o well eatnblished that it needs
no argument to sustain it 3 therefure it is worse
than fully for a fugitive to suppose that he

free in the United States.
On the other hand,we deem it almost anin”

sult to intelligence to say that education with

honesty und persevering labor, will elevate

any clase of men-ina country like Canada,sur-
rounded with beautiful lakes and rivers of nav-
igable water, with a mild and healthy clinate,
with a rich and congeaiul scil to agricultural
pursnits —protected witl good dnd wholesome
Taws, which operate alike upon sll men with-
out regard to the color of their skin.

" Now, with the above facts before us, if we
desire to be elevated, we must elevate our-
selves ; if we would accomplish the end, we
must use the means which God has placed
within our reach. We feel satisfied from
careful observation, that there is nothing so
much needed among us in Canada, as knowl-
edge and strength.  Without it, we shall ev-
erbe degraded and oppressed. W hen we say
kpowledge, we do not mean s knowledge, of
imitating any of the examples which hi'q‘\
been.set by our oppressors, which are tegra-
ding ; ceither do we mean a knowledge of
living in willages and cities, to follow boot-
blacking, table-waiting, &c.  Dut we mean
knowledge that is calcklated to make us wise
and useful, knowledge, to read, write, and ci-
pher, knowledge and strength to practice and
improve the variou’ branches of JAgricwllure,
which we look upon as being the foundation
of our elevation. Io order to carty on egri-
cultoral pursuits, we must bave land. We

Voice of the Fugitive, April 9, 1851
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ean do vothing without it. Money, clothing,
and provisions will always be acceptable to
the needy, but it soon_will be eaten up, worn
out, and forgotten. Not so with u gift of
Innd,for on it an industrious man can produce

all the necessaries of life; hie cay always have |
honest employment and a home without be- |

ing dependeat upon others,

It this be correct, then,land is more needed
in Canada, among the fugitives, than food or
clothing ; for,while the former furnishes them
with homes and effectual means of eupplying
all of their temporal wants, the latter makes
them dependent, stupid, and degraded. W.e
adinit that to be paveny-utr'rckep'hnd_.ignmm
& no disgrace to ary peeple, “when they ure
made so by the force of circumstances with-
out their own consent. We admit also that
it is more honorable to beg than to stea) or
starve. But we do say that to submit tamely
to wear the mantle of ignorance, or to live
year after year, in a Country. like this, us'a
class of paupers, without showing uncompro-
mising resistance to it, is unmanly and dis-
graceful to any people. Was ever wilfu| Iyr-
forance respected by true intelligence ? Was
ever a cliss of beggars elevated to terms of
social equality with those from whom they
begged ¢ 1 our people must beg, we hope
they may beg for something that is perma.
nent. Let them beg far an honorable liveli.
hood, for education,for their children,and land
on which they can support them.

* Thieis what they mostly need,and what they

[must have, if we are ever elavated ne a cluss

Our plan, however, would not be to give them
land directly, nor 10 settle our people altogeth-
erin counties or tawna,
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Document B

Schools among the Refugees.

My school is not as Inrge as it has been dir-

ing the winter.  Many have hired out 1o far-
mers for the season, yet it is now quite large —
too large for the room we aecupy. I have not
yet received a dollar for my lubor, T haordly
know what is duty in regard to continuing it.
Leannot affurd to give nll my time, A small
compensation would satisfy me, but even this
lias not yek been given. I do not think schoola
can be kept up here without aid from the
States. The public money is almost entirely
under the cantrol of the French, and they are
Cathalics; consequently nothing cin exceed

their Litterness ta the colored peoplo becauss

they are protestants.

There is so much to be done in the Statos, it

scers inhuman to think they can do much for
foreign charities, vet this is the work of their
bands: they made the Fugitive Slave Law,
they are supporting it now.

MARY E. BIBB,

]

Anti-Slavery Bugle, April 12, 1851

Voice of the Fugitive, April 12, 1851
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LOOK OUT FOR HIDNAPPERS.

A prudent man will never be found walk-
ing through a forest, which he knows to be
infested with savage wolves, reptiles and ve-
nimous snakes, without being prepared to de-
fend” himself against thew, but how much
more careful should a man be ina city or
state, which he knows to be infested with
kidnappers and soul dnivers, in preparing to
defend himeelf againet their invasion upon his
liberty! We would caution our colored
brethren in Michigan and n.ﬂpeciat'ly"uhnut
Detroit, to be on the look out for themselves,
If you will not, come to Canada, where yot
will be perfectly safe. We hope that you
will not Forget to be true to yourselves—re-
member friends, that death is far more prefer-
uble to American slavery, and that the states
ptison of Michigan is n paradise compared
ta it—remember that you have no law to pro-
tect you, but the law of self-defense. Re-
member that the hireling who steps into the
shoes of the slave-hunter, to capture or cn-
slave a human being, is no better than the
former, and should be treated just as you
would a man whom you know 1o be seeking
your heart’s blood. Are you ready lor the
contest, if you should be laid hold of to-dsy :

Voice of the Fugitive, April 23, 1851
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Document D

Lase i Bovar von mne Fraties —
The Refugees” Home Sovicty have just pur-
chased & boautiful troet of unimproved
Canads Land, tor the bencfit of the Lome-
less refugees in this section of the Prowiuec.
The Ll iz e Lo lli\i:l(-ll into LIjIJlL'FI' Lot=
fur metunl settlers.  To i known to e well
stocked with cood marketable thaler, ad
that wood will conmmnmd o liberal price on
tho land it ehoppind wnd cordeds For et
culars, those who are interested can wldress
1L Bibb, by letter at Saawdwich, Co W, o
Dutroit, Michigan,  As gwve have not room
this woek to give the detadl, we promise that
it shall be luid betore e poaders here
suffico it to say that the loeation and qualioy
of sail have been examined by a commition
of compatent men, anwng whom were twn

practival farmers, viz,, Nathan Fower, Mich,,
L. Clark, N. Y., accompanicd by I Bibh, of
Canaita, who unite in provouncing it to b
the best selection tiant eonld haye been 1|.L:|udr'.lI
all things considered.” {

The society have also contracted for ano-
ther still larger tract, for the same purpose,
but heve not funds on hand to make payment
to socure the lamd, until those who have sub-
seribed to mid this object shall send in their
:-1|hm-r|'!_][|u1|s_ Wo hope that this will b
dvno at onee, or wo anay loze this valuable

barguin.

’ Voice of the Fugitive, November 19, 1851
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“Tur Car is, Stien mney Cons”—The Under
gﬂluml Tailrond 16 doing grwnd business s ~|I|i||";
Nut less than filtecn prassemers have Lo bivpie
from lJlt\--—‘.:m-._'.h within w few ddavs who never
knew what freclom was before. One mnn sabl
that le coulid |.'|.:1l]: more cimad woend for Lnsel{ in
one dny here, whero hoe knewsthat he slondd gt
the cash for it, o be ceer chogped for i< mas-
ter in two days ot the South where he haul only
to expeet the lush for it More we have motives

which tnduce us to wiake nanwly, the protection

ok Ik, liTh'H_\' anel property, B dlsor with o rich

rewnrd fir Donest |,|.|‘|--r, Wl by LGN 1= us Lo
Live persuverelicd aind s !1'11'*pl.'|'1.

Voice of the Fugitive, April 22, 1852
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Questions

1. When were these articles published?

2. What are three things that the articles have in common?

3. What do these articles suggest about what life was like for Black people living in the
Windsor-Detroit region during this period?

4. Why do you think the editors published these articles?
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Document A

1. What does this document suggest about enslavers and slavery?

2. What does this document suggest about how Black people were viewed in the United
States?

3. According to the author, what were the things that Black people in Canada needed most?
Why?
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Document B

1. What does this document suggest about Mary E. Bibb?

2. Why does the author feel that the United States should financially support schools for
refugees from slavery in Canada?

3. How does the author feel about educating refugees from slavery?
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Document C

1. How does the author feel about slavery? How does the phrase “death is far more
preferable to American slavery” capture those feelings?

2. Based on this document, describe the state of affairs in Detroit.

3. Why would this type of article have been necessary in 1851 in the Windsor-Detroit region?
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Document D

1. Why would it have been necessary for the Refugee Home Society to purchase land for
refugees from slavery?

Document E

1. What does this document suggest about how freedom-seekers felt upon arriving in
Canada?

2. What does this document suggest about the skills of freedom-seekers?
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What was the purpose of the Voice of the Fugitive newspaper?

You must use evidence from at least four documents to support your claim.




