
PLAR for Mature Students

Resources and Supports



PPM132
 Policy/Program Memoranda No. 132

Date of Issue:  May 7, 2003

 Effective:  Until revoked or modified

 Subject:  PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT AND 
RECOGNITION (PLAR) FOR MATURE STUDENTS: 
IMPLEMENTATION IN ONTARIO SECONDARY

 www.edu.gov.on.ca



OSCA Webinar
 Webinar on OST with a focus on PLAR

 The two distinct processes for PPM132 (PLAR for 
mature students) and PPM129 (PLAR for regular 
secondary school students)

 www.OSCA.ca
 Guidance Teacher Counsellor

 Ministry Documents

 OST Manual Webinars June 2014

 PLAR

http://www.osca.ca/


CESBA Website
 www.cesba.com (no password is required)

 Resources

 PLAR for Mature Students

 Read More

 A list of several resources in French and English relating 
to PLAR for Mature Students

 Presentations

 Flowcharts

 Definitions

 Case Studies

http://www.cesba.com/


CESBA Website
 Resources  PLAR  Regional Training Document

 Policy and Implementation Information

 PPT – PLAR – Summary of PPM132

 Who is a Mature Student? – definition

 Counselling OSIS and HS1 Students – case studies

 Graduation Requirements – OS, OSIS, and HS1

 Substitutions and Limitations to Substitutions

 OST document pages specific to mature students



CESBA Website
 Resources  PLAR  Regional Training Document

 Pathway Planning  in A&CE

 developing a portfolio

 **Board developed sample of Individual Pathway Plan

 **Adult Pathway Planning Resource for Teachers/Administrators 
and Students



CESBA Website
 Resources  PLAR  Regional Training Document

 Grade 9/10 Individual Assessment Resources

 **Grade 9/10 Equivalency Assessment Process Chart

 **Credit Tracking Summary

 **Case Studies: 
http://www.cesba.com/images/Grade_9_10_Case_Studies_7-
8.pdf

 **Answer Key to Case Studies:

http://www.cesba.com/images/Grade_9-10_Case_Studies_7-
8_Answer_Key.pdf

http://www.cesba.com/images/Grade_9_10_Case_Studies_7-8.pdf
http://www.cesba.com/images/Grade_9-10_Case_Studies_7-8_Answer_Key.pdf


CESBA Website
 Resources  PLAR 

Regional Training 
Document

 Grade 11/12 Senior 
Equivalency Credits

 Application & Flow Chart**

 Bank of Possible Matching 
Credits**

 Quebec Equivalency Chart

 Quebec Equivalency Case 
Study**



CESBA Website
 Resources  PLAR Eligibility and Remaining 

Diploma Requirements

 Determine Eligibility – mature student definition

 Determine Remaining Diploma Requirements

 Which diploma will the student work towards?

 Determining graduation requirements

 Program planning



CESBA Website
 Resources  PLAR Grade 9 and 10 Equivalency 

Assessment Process

 **Includes sample forms used, by different boards in 
Ontario, in the application process

 Includes a link to a digital copy of the Cumulative 
Tracking Record



CESBA Website
 Resources  PLAR 

Grade 9 and 10 Equivalency 

Process Flow Chart**



CESBA Website
 Resources  PLAR Grade 11 and 12 Equivalency 

Assessment Process

 Sample application form

 Acceptable documentation

 Sample affidavit

 Tracking forms



CESBA Website
 Resources  PLAR 
Grade 11/12  
Challenge

 Flow chart**

 Process 

 Evidence of Success

 Guidelines



CESBA Website
 Resources  PLAR Sample 

Student Scenarios

http://www.cesba.com/images/stories/Grade_9_10_Scenario_1.pdf
http://www.cesba.com/images/stories/Grade_9_10_Scenario_1.pdf






CESBA Website
 Quebec Guide – 53 pages of Quebec – Ontario 

Equivalent assessment information

 **Summary Flow Chart

 5 – page bilingual document of resources and 
references to assist with Quebec – Ontario 
assessments



CESBA Website
 First Language Challenge Guide

 Information and resources to assist you in 
understanding and implementing the Grade 11 and 12 
First Language Challenges

 Powerpoint guide for teachers

 A guide for using and creating audio files for oral 
components

 Keyboard information for First Language Challenges



CESBA Website
 Resources  PLAR Additional Resources

 Link to CMEC Transfer Guide (Council of Ministers of 
Education Canada); ICAS (International Credential 
Assessment Service; WES (World Education Services); 

 Ontario Curriculum Course Descriptions

 Provincial Curriculum Equivalency CD – 2008

 Link to Canada eSchool – Provincial Credit 
Equivalencies 





CESBA Website
 E-Community

 Guidelines for accessing e-community**

 E-community houses the grade 9/10 assessments; 
markings exemplars and scoring guides

 E-community also houses the First Language Challenges

 Contact Lori Neale,Project Coordinator at 
lneale@cesba.com (647-296-9645); or Maryann Hefkey, 
PLAR Project Lead at maryann.hefkey@hotmail.com
(705-835-3568) to obtain access to e-community PLAR 
assessments and First Language Challenges.

mailto:lneale@cesba.com
mailto:maryann.hefkey@hotmail.com


https://community.elearningontario.ca



e-Community



e-Community



e-Community



e-Community
 ENGLISH, Grade 9 and 10
 Assessors are asked to consider the following in preparation for administering 

the PLAR assessment:
 Student chooses from the three brochures from the Heart and Stroke 

Foundation:
• A Stress Test: How fit are you when it comes to managing stress?
• B Your Health Your Weight
• C Just Breathe: Becoming and remaining smoke free

 Each brochure has three tasks:
 TASK 1 READING AND ORAL COMMUNICATION
 TASK 2 WRITING
 TASK 3 MEDIA STUDIES

 Not all students can or should complete the entire assessment.
 The tasks should be selected based on the intended goals of the mature 

student.



e-Community
 English Assessor Guide - Answer Key – 18 pages

 Curriculum Connections, Key Knowledge and Skills, 
and key indicators of success for various types of tasks

 Answer Keys



e-Community

 Assessor Guide and Answer Key

 Complete Assessment

 Cover Page and Individual Tasks (PDF or Word)

 Scoring Guide – Key indicators of success and Look for’s 
at Workplace, College and University levels for each 
reading, writing and oral communication task

 Moderated Marking Samples



e-Community
 Moderated Marking Samples for various pathways



e-Community
 Assessments for:

 English 9 and 10 – all levels

 English 9 and 10 – Workplace focus

 Geography 9 and History 10

 Math 9 and 10 – all levels

 Math 9 and 10 – Workplace focus

 Science 9 and Science 10 – all levels

 Science 9 and 10 – Workplace Focus



e-Community
 First Language Challenges

 Arabic –Grade 11 and 12 Open

 Farsi – Grade 11 and 12 Open

 Punjabi – Grade 11 and 12 Open

 Russian – Grade 11 and 12 Open

 Spanish – Grade 11 and 12 Open

 Mandarin/Chinese



e-Community
 Teacher Created Grade 9/10 Tasks

 Checklist for PLAR for mature student New Tasks

 A guide to help writers develop quality tasks for PLAR 
assessments**

 To be completed and sent in with the verified task

 A Model Cover Page – to be sent in with task

 Various task created by teachers - math, science –
various levels and topics (English); science, history  
(French)



For further support regarding PLAR Resources, you may 
contact: 

Maryann Hefkey, PLAR Project Lead 
maryann.hefkey@hotmail.com (705-835-3568)

Lori Neale, Project Coordinator

lneale@cesba.com (647-296-9645)

mailto:maryann.hefkey@hotmail.com
mailto:lneale@cesba.com

